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How the 
job or 
internship 
search can 
feel… 
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You are well 
equipped for 

this challenge!
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The challenge is BIG, but 
Computer Scientists are analytical 
problem solvers

The combination of your skills, 
experience, and interests are 
different than anyone else’s

With each application, every 
success and every failure, you are 
gathering information about what 
works for YOU



Agenda

Identify sources of finding new job 
job postings

Analyze postings to determine how 
to tailor your resume appropriately

Explore ways to organize your job 
search

Plan for future networking 
opportunities

Connect with peers for networking 
and interview practice
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Entry Level 
Job Sources

Take a minute to sign up for one of 
these websites

● ePACK!  Set up a custom search agent

● Piazza
● Ripplematch
● Untapped (formerly Canvas)
● Handshake
● WayUp
● Crowd sourced sites

○ Github intern list
○ Github full-time list
○ Another github list :) 

CSC ePartner companies!
Previous employers of CSC alumni!
(scroll down for master lists)

go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
Video of these slides
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http://ncsu.edu/epack
http://piazza.com/careers
https://ripplematch.com/
https://www.untapped.io/
https://joinhandshake.com/
https://www.wayup.com/
https://github.com/SimplifyJobs/Summer2024-Internships
https://github.com/SimplifyJobs/New-Grad-Positions
https://github.com/ReaVNaiL/New-Grad-2024
https://www.csc.ncsu.edu/corporate_relations/current-epartners.php
https://my.csc.ncsu.edu/csc-careers/2024/07/09/employment-reports/
https://go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
https://youtu.be/V24iAynWF2k


Strategies for 
finding new 

listings
Get the newest postings without 

having to wade through “promoted” 
roles on LinkedIn

Search Google for NEW listings on 
the ATS sites. Example: site: 
greenhouse.io “software engineer” 

Search results 

● Greenhouse
● Workday
● Lever
● Ashby
● iCiMS
● Taleo

go.ncsu.edu/decodejob 7

https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A+greenhouse.io+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&sca_esv=d43f5111e59e559f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS980US981&biw=1920&bih=919&tbs=qdr%3Ad&sxsrf=ACQVn094Nf90NkvfarFUYp1TBAJIkenBiA%3A1713367496609&ei=yOkfZtTJJN6x5NoPz8ij-Ao&ved=0ahUKEwjUzYSox8mFAxXeGFkFHU_kCK8Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=site%3A+greenhouse.io+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKXNpdGU6IGdyZWVuaG91c2UuaW8gInNvZnR3YXJlIGVuZ2luZWVy4oCdMgYQABgHGB4yBBAAGB4yCBAAGAUYBxgeMgsQABiABBiKBRiGAzILEAAYgAQYigUYhgMyCxAAGIAEGIoFGIYDMgsQABiABBiKBRiGAzILEAAYgAQYigUYhgNIyWZQ0gJY_mNwAngAkAEAmAGMAaABkw-qAQQxOC40uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIUoALzDMICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIIEAAYCBgHGB7CAgYQABgIGB7CAggQIRigARjDBMICCBAAGAgYHhgNwgIKECEYChigARjDBJgDAIgGAZIHBDE3LjOgB7BV&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A+greenhouse.io+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&sca_esv=d43f5111e59e559f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS980US981&biw=1920&bih=919&tbs=qdr%3Ad&sxsrf=ACQVn0_ERMSsDMOgLXezwgl1pPiVYAKQmQ%3A1713374923002&ei=ygYgZuy1PLSt5NoPzbOSkA4&ved=0ahUKEwjswpv94smFAxW0FlkFHc2ZBOIQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=site%3A+greenhouse.io+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKXNpdGU6IGdyZWVuaG91c2UuaW8gInNvZnR3YXJlIGVuZ2luZWVy4oCdMgYQABgHGB4yBBAAGB4yCBAAGAUYBxgeMgsQABiABBiKBRiGAzILEAAYgAQYigUYhgMyCxAAGIAEGIoFGIYDMgsQABiABBiKBRiGAzILEAAYgAQYigUYhgNI-1FQnAtYl0FwBHgBkAEAmAHzAaAB6wqqAQYxMS4yLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAhCgAqoKwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICCBAhGKABGMMEmAMAiAYBkAYIkgcGMTIuMy4xoAfWag&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A+workday.com+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&sca_esv=d43f5111e59e559f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS980US981&biw=1536&bih=703&tbs=qdr%3Ad&sxsrf=ACQVn0-sAd5jwoLZJk3t0UILy8IJaq7ZeQ%3A1713372869074&ei=xf4fZt2FBP-g5NoPp6OcmAc&ved=0ahUKEwid_Omp28mFAxV_EFkFHacRB3MQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=site%3A+workday.com+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJ3NpdGU6IHdvcmtkYXkuY29tICJzb2Z0d2FyZSBlbmdpbmVlcuKAnTIIECEYoAEYwwQyCBAhGKABGMMESLsXUIUEWM4VcAF4AZABAJgBpAKgAZ0KqgEFNC42LjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgmgApkHwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICChAhGAoYoAEYwwSYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwMxLjigB7gl&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A+lever.co+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&sca_esv=d43f5111e59e559f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS980US981&biw=1920&bih=919&tbs=qdr%3Ad&sxsrf=ACQVn08BlxvujQkAQPzuSaKBccS5B2cn8g%3A1713372861769&ei=vf4fZtm9Lo6t5NoPz6OHqAE&ved=0ahUKEwiZkKym28mFAxWOFlkFHc_RARUQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=site%3A+lever.co+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJHNpdGU6IGxldmVyLmNvICJzb2Z0d2FyZSBlbmdpbmVlcuKAnTIGEAAYBxgeMgQQABgeMgsQABiABBiKBRiGAzILEAAYgAQYigUYhgMyCxAAGIAEGIoFGIYDSLgVUPMGWPMGcAF4AZABAJgBYKABYKoBATG4AQPIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgKgAm_CAgoQABhHGNYEGLADmAMAiAYBkAYGkgcDMS4xoAfIBA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A+ashbyhq.com+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&sca_esv=d43f5111e59e559f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS980US981&biw=1536&bih=703&tbs=qdr%3Ad&sxsrf=ACQVn0-P6HxlA4Wp7E3qqYR9eBmHXmwPYA%3A1713373542895&ei=ZgEgZr6cNvmhiLMPuvKq-AU&ved=0ahUKEwi-55Dr3cmFAxX5EGIAHTq5Cl8Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=site%3A+ashbyhq.com+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJ3NpdGU6IGFzaGJ5aHEuY29tICJzb2Z0d2FyZSBlbmdpbmVlcuKAnTIIECEYoAEYwwRIrCRQ6BlY9x5wAXgAkAEAmAFeoAGvAaoBATK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgKgAsIBmAMAiAYBkgcDMS4xoAfABg&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A+icims.com+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&sca_esv=d43f5111e59e559f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS980US981&biw=1920&bih=919&tbs=qdr%3Ad&sxsrf=ACQVn0_m3Zlr6boAt8_8KaNSJe4hBxhxbw%3A1713374833303&ei=cQYgZu2CEpqm5NoPosCEqAI&ved=0ahUKEwit_7jS4smFAxUaE1kFHSIgASUQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=site%3A+icims.com+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJXNpdGU6IGljaW1zLmNvbSAic29mdHdhcmUgZW5naW5lZXLigJ0yCBAhGKABGMMESORyUI0KWJhwcAF4AJABAZgBuAGgAe4LqgEEMTEuNLgBA8gBAPgBAvgBAZgCB6AC8wXCAggQABiJBRiiBMICCBAAGIAEGKIEmAMAiAYBkgcDMi41oAfGJA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=site%3A+taleo.net+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS980US981&oq=site%3A+taleo.net+%22software+engineer%E2%80%9D&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQRRg60gEIODUwOWowajSoAgCwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://go.ncsu.edu/decodejob


Strategies for 
finding new 

listings
Big job boards like LinkedIn or Indeed 

allow you to search broadly but you 
face a LARGE volume of competition 
from other applicants through those 

sources.

● Enable notifications on our Slack 
channel for #jobsearch or 
#internships for leads we find!

● Focus on industries that are hiring
○ Hospitality (hotels, airlines)
○ Healthcare 
○ Construction
○ Retail

● Sort jobs by date posted to see 
vacancies posted in the last two 
weeks

● Follow accounts and/or hashtags on 
for additional opportunities 
@WorkTriangleNC www.workinthetriangle.com

#TriangleTuesdays  #techjob

go.ncsu.edu/decodejob 8

https://go.ncsu.edu/joincscslack
https://go.ncsu.edu/joincscslack
https://go.ncsu.edu/decodejob


Organize your 
search

Take a minute to look up one of these 
websites or create your own 

spreadsheet

Choose a method for keeping 
track of your applications

○ Custom spreadsheet
○ Trello
○ Teal
○ Notion

go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aZf_fJQyAvDSWbwUUpXx0rVh0M571jkG0SUKNz0U-4E/edit?usp=sharing
https://trello.com/b/xsk0Ad2r/computer-science-job-intern-search-board
https://www.tealhq.com/
https://www.notion.so/templates/job-applications
https://go.ncsu.edu/decodejob


Additional Job 
Sources

● Geographic focused
○ NC Tech Association
○ Built in ATX

● Industry or Affinity focused 
○ Women In Technology
○ INFORMS Career Center

● Broad/National platforms
○ LinkedIn

■ H1b plugin for 
LinkedIn/Chrome

○ Indeed
○ AngelList
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https://jobboard.nctech.org/
https://www.builtinaustin.com/jobs
https://mywit.org/jobs-listing/
https://careercenter.informs.org/jobs/?hsCtaTracking=4837ba73-9b17-43a9-93d6-3784c1a2d7cf%7Ce4d3add8-765f-4030-9bf0-0cba27712f26
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/ultimate-h1b-sponsor-chec/gaafhpdcjnlehapjdngfoonljgeodffm/related
https://angel.co/


Step 1: 
Find a job posting

go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
Video on these slides 11

https://go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
https://youtu.be/qBenYXwkCeE


I want to apply 
for THIS job

Once you’ve found a job listing of interest, 
the goal is to align your resume to match 
the requirements and profile of the job 
description.  

To determine what the employer thinks is 
important, look for items that are: 

● listed as a REQUIRED qualification 
● at the top of the list
● linked to the essential responsibilities 

of the job 
● mentioned more than once
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Step 2: 
Analyze and 
Annotate!

go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
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https://go.ncsu.edu/decodejob


Just as you would read a text for a class, go back and re-read the description, taking time to highlight and annotate with your own notes. 
Don’t forget the importance of non-technical skills and qualities!  

Project w. R & python

List data sci 
classes

Describe hackathon project

Ensure these are 
on skills list!

Label chatbot 
with NLP

List certifications 
& MOOCs. 
Proofread!!

ANNOTATE the job posting
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Note that many ATS 
systems do not 

recognize acronyms 
or differences in verb 

tense!



Step 3: 
Compare with 
Resume and make 
UPDATES

go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
15

https://go.ncsu.edu/decodejob


Review your 
annotations 
with your 
Resume
Do you need to make updates to labels, 
order, or descriptions?

Did you leave off any content that seems 
relevant to the job?  

Should you remove any text that is not 
relevant to your current goals? 

Should I apply for 
this job, or keep 

searching?
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You try it!
1. Pull up a job listing of interest 

2. Copy this Doc and paste your job listing into it

3. Highlight important qualifications

4. Add your annotations

5. Answer the questions in the table to better analyze your 
qualifications and fit!
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b9U7vmdnnjR_UbB2otynYIPjKPOncKWpHwH5SMkk9R0/edit?usp=sharing


Resume & 
Cover Letter 

Resources

Resume Resources: Includes 

Sample Resume, Rubric, Action 

Verb list

Cover Letter TIPS:

Click here for a handout on writing 

a cover letter in 3 paragraphs

The Career Guide from the Career 

Development Center offers sample 

cover letters to view.
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https://my.csc.ncsu.edu/csc-careers/2024/07/01/resume-resources/
https://leslierp.wordpress.ncsu.edu/files/2017/01/cover-letter-tips.pdf
https://go.ncsu.edu/careerguide


Set daily/weekly 
goals for your 
search

19



Develop a 
routine for 
your search

● Determine your most 
productive times of day to work 
on your search, and stick to a 
schedule 

● Narrow your search to a few 
types of roles that you’ll apply 
to, and develop a network for

● Decide the easiest ways for you 
to make tweaks to your 
documents so that it is 
manageable!

● Budget time for networking & 
leetcode! 

20



Leverage & 
expand your 
NETWORK

21



Meet 
with 
others

Make time each week to connect with 
alumni, peers and/or mentors

● Attend campus programs 
○ Connect with your neighbors, now!

● Join local meetup groups or 
register to participate in 
conferences

● Practice tech interview questions 
with a peer

22

https://wraltechwire.com/2023/09/18/searching-for-a-tech-meetup-in-triangle-heres-tws-exclusive-list/


Basic Rules of Intros
I AM

 

I DO

I’M SEEKING
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Meetup/Networking intros - modified 
elevator pitch
● I AM

Education, career goals and interests  

● I DO

Technical skills & experience

Personal involvement: hobbies, service, etc

● I’M SEEKING

Next role (internship vs. FT job), domain of interest, what you have curiosity/passion 
for!

24



Connections & Groups Other ways to build your network, 
virtually!  

● Follow companies and groups
○ Connect with other professionals 

in the field
○ Find and connect with alumni 
○ Contribute to conversation on the 

posts of those you follow
● Post original content

○ Share articles and posts from 
those you follow
with your own commentary 
included

○ Highlight topics that interest 
YOU!
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Ideas for posting on LinkedIn
● Questions about your field of 

interest or perhaps about a topic 
from class. 

● An interesting article you’ve read 
recently, including your thoughts or 
opinion on the piece 

● An update on an academic 
achievement, project, or paper

● A success story from an internship 
or job. 

● A blog post you have written or 
other content you’ve created and 
added to the Internet.
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LinkedIn/email intros - modified pitch
● WE ARE CONNECTED THROUGH or I WAS FASCINATED BY YOUR POST ON

Provide context for why you are contacting them
● I AM

Education, career goals and interests  
● I DO

Technical skills & experience
● I’M SEEKING

Next role (internship vs. FT job), domain of interest, what you have curiosity/passion 
for!

● CAN YOU SHARE INFORMATION ABOUT
Ask specific questions that are a good starting point, and it is easy for them to answer
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How do I connect? 
Samples of how to reach out to new 
connections

● “I noticed you just posted about your developing work in Data Science. I have a 
passion for Data Science, and am currently studying Computer Science  to refine my 
skills. Can you share with me some of your key influences you for this research?”

● “It was great speaking to you at the Engineering Career Fair last week. The web 
development work you do for local companies sounded fascinating! I’d like to stay 
up-to-date on future initiatives at your company.”

● “I see that you graduated from my current university, North Carolina State 
University—go Pack! I’m a Computer Science Masters student and would be excited 
to hear more about your work with Facebook. I’d love to connect and hear about how 
your experience at NC State prepared you for working with Facebook.
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Other 
LinkedIn Uses 

It’s more useful than you think! 

● Find job opportunities through 
POSTS by CONNECTIONS - not 
the job board!

● Research companies and your 
interviewers!
○ See what companies post and 

the background of your 
interviewers

● Notice your stats and views
○ See how often you’re 

searched for and by who!
● Review other profiles
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You are good enough.
● Some factors are out of your control, but the 

market is not as bad as you might think!

● Develop a plan that helps structure the areas 
where you DO have influence.

● Find sources of support & encouragement. 
We are thankful you’re part of our Wolfpack.
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A competitive job 
market is tough 
for everyone. 

You are not alone.
go.ncsu.edu/decodejob
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Additional 
resources & tips
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Please check-in online

go.ncsu.edu/cscevent
Passcode: meet
Enter your student ID ##
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